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This Sermon is moſt humbly De- 


9 dicated, by k | e 8 . '< 5 A 


* 


Their moſt Humble, and 
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wh = | PSALM XCIV. 16. 
do will riſe up with me againſt the 
wicked or who will take my part ae 


gainſt the evil doers ? 


— 


H O' there be no Title to this Pſalm, 
in the Hebrew, yet he that reads it 
5 with Attention, will eaſily be con- 
vinc d, that it was Compos d by ſome 
4. Pious Soul, inſpir'd with a juſt Zeal for the 
| Glory of GOD, and his Laws, during the 
time that the People of Iſrael were Opprets'd, 
and their Judicatures invaded by the Aſſyrians, 
or ſome other Heathen Conquerors, which gave 
occaſion to_ that devout Paſſion which he 
| expreſſes in the firſt Words of the Pſalm. 0 
|» Lord God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, thou 
| God to whom Vengeance belongeth, ſhew thy ſelf : 
Ariſe, thou Fudge of the Earth, and reward the ; 
Proud after their deſerving. How long ſhall all 
Wicked-doers ſpeak ſo diſdainfully, and make ſuch 
proud boaſting? They ſmite down 1hy People, © 
Lord, and trouble thine” Heritage. They ſlzy the 
Widow and Stranger, and put the Fatherleſs 10 
death. For it can ſcarce be ſuppos d, that cheſe, 
Words could be meant of any Governors, but ſuch 
as were profeſſedly Infidels. I with I could 


ſay, that the Words of my Text too were ſucß 
as could not be apply'd to any People, but ſuch _ 
as were Strangers to the True GOD, and his 4 
FEES YT Holy 1 
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Holy Word, and that there were no occaſion, 
even in a Chriſtian Country, to- make the 
ſame Complaint, that the Pſalmiſt here does in 
a Nation, that was then over-run with Igno- | 
rant Barbarians, Viz. Who will riſe up with me 
againſt the Wicked? In Diſcourſing further on 
theſe Words, I ſhall 


I. Shew that it ſhould be the Care and Stu- 
dy of all Honeſt Men, as it was the Pſalmiſt's, 
to Reform others, as well as themſelves. 


II. And that particularly, by putting Laws 
againſt Vice in Execution. | if. 


III. The great Diſcouragement they meet | 
with in this Excellent Work, and that in the | 
ſcarcity' of thoſe, who will joyn with them 1 

| 


in it. 


IV. I ſhall conſider what are the true Rea- 
ſons of Mens backwardneſs in this Parti- 
cular. | 8 


I. That it ſhould be the Care and Study of 
all Honeſt Men to Reform others, as well as h 
themſelves. It ought to be their firſt Buſineſs too 
Reform what is amiſs at Home, before they | 

pretend to be Inſtruments in Reducing others. 1 
t would turn the Stomach even of a Phariſee, . 
that was not harden'd in his Hypocriſy, to il 
ſee a Man with Jehu, proclaim his own Zeal for 
the Lord of Hoſts, and declaim againſt the Vices | 
of his Neighbours, while he himſelf is guilty of | 

Die . | ; the 


* | 1 


' which condemneſt them that do ſuch things, and 3 


ment of GOD? It even an Alexander, or any 1 


conceit ſhall, after the Ravages that he has 
himſelf been guilty of, puniſh an inferiour 
ſort of Pyrate, or Free-boter, he ſhall be ſure 
to hear of it again, and if no body elſe, yet 
his own Conſcience will reprove him. 


themſelves in Evil habits, will not allow them, 
the Debauchee uſe ſo much Art and Contri- 


induſtrious to allure, or terrifie Men, in order 


deprive them of their Innocency, and engage 


. ̃ — 
to be puniſß d, but is nr. 


1 — — 


— — 


” 


the ſame, or, as great Crimes, as thoſe that hae 
puniſhes,-or inſults in other Men. How or with Mat. VII. 
what face (ſays our LORD, and Maſter) Wilt 4. 

thou ſay to thy Brother, let me pull out the mote, that 

is in thine eye, and behold a beam is in thine ows 


je? And thinkeſt thou, O Man, ſays St. Paul, Rom. Ul. 4 


doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the juſt Fudg- 


one that is really as great as he was in his own 


But when a Man has once in earneſt decla- 
red againſt Vice, he will certainly hate, and = 
loath it in others, as well as in himſelf. And 
tis very hard indeed, if Men that do indulge 1 


who are hearty Converts to Virtue, to have as | 
reat 4 Zeal, and Affection for it, as they them- 6 ' 
elves have for their Vices.. If the Thief, and 


vance, to draw others in to be ſharers with *® 
them-in their Guilt, why ſhould they wonder, 


if thoſe who are of a contrary Party be as 


if poſſible to bring them over to their own 
ſide? And let them further conſider, which act 
moſt Rationally, they that employ their Care, 
and Courage to make Men Sober, and Juſt, or 
they that would drink them out of their Wits, 


them. 


* 3 * 
«ö;à]imm — 


* 


unn 


6 % DS Reaſons why Vice ought | | 


them in ſuch Courſes, as tend at once to their 
Temporal and Eternal Ruin? Who may beſt 
- Juſtihe themſelves, they that do their Endeavour 
to bring Men to a ſenſe of the Being, and 
Power, and Juſtice of GO D, and of the ne- 3 
ceſſity of Obeying him, or they that uſe all | 
their Wit, and Power in raiſing, or enflaming | 
2 Rebellion againſt their Maker? It is natura | - 
for all Men to deſire to make others Proſelytes | , 
to their own Opinions, and Practices: And it 
would be very odd indeed, if in an Age, when a e © 
very great part of Mankind ſeem to uſe their 
greateſt application for Improvements, and 
new Diſcoveries in Vice, they who have with 
Heart and Good-will devoted themſelves to the 
ſervice of the Holy JESUS, ſhould not look 
eden themſelves as obliged to exert their great- 
eſt power, their moſt vigorous efforts for the 
promoting ſubſtantial Virtue, and running 
down Impiety and Prophaneneſs by all ho- 
neſt, and proper Methods. And they who 
are in their Hearts Chriſtians, but yet have a 
coldneſs, and indifference as to the great Bu- 
ſineſs I am now ſpeaking of, ought to conſider, | 
' how the Bigotted Atheiſts, and the Zealous De- be 
bauchee upbraid their Sloth, and Supineneſss | 
See how theſe Miſerable Wretches be-labour 
their Wits, and rack their Inventions to find 
out falſe Colours, and Sophiſtries, wherewith 
to plead the Cauſe of Sin, to diſguiſe its mon- - 
ſtrous Nature, thereby to inveigle themſelves ö 
and others to take down the deadly Doſe with 
leſs reluctance. They are not aſham'd to turn 


Advocates for the moſt loathſom Cauſe, and | 
3 oo: „„ 
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to be puniſh'd, but is not. 


to be Agents for the moſt hideous and miſchie- | 
vous Tyrant in the World: . Whilſt we, who 
call ourſelves Chriftians, have little or no Con- 
cern for the moſt Heavenly and Divine Cauſe, 
the Greateſt as well as the Beſt of Maſters; and 
can ſtand by like Neuters, and hear, and ſee 
thoſe things ſaid, and done, which are direct 
Treaſon againſt the King of Heaven, and not 
only a Violation, but a Defiance of his moſt 
Holy Laws: And he who has a real Love and 
1 for them, cannot without great inward 
Reſentment, be Witneſs to any thing of this ſort, 
as knowing that it is not only our Duty to be 
True and Faithful in our Minds to the Maſter 
and Cauſe which we have eſpous'd, but to ſhew 
it by Acting for them with all the Vigor we 
are able: And that, (when all fair Means have 

been us d in vain), F 16 


II. Particularly, by putting the Laws againſt 
Vice in execution. That is the chief Buſineſs 
of this Time and Place, and twas chiefly for 

this End, that the Sword was intruſted with -— 
the Civil Magiſtrate. : For be x the Miniſter of _ 
God, a Rewenger to execute Wrath on him that doth _ 
Evil, $5 | . 


And that they who are guilty of Murder, Rom. 
Felony, Theft, and the like, ſhould ſuffer for XIII. 


it according to the Laws of the Land, will, 
1 — be allow'd by all to be fit, and rea- 
ſonable. Becauſe the chief End of all Civil So- 


Pl 
cCiety, or Government is to ſecure Men fo far as 
zs poſſible, in the quiet Enjoyment of their 3 : 


7 , «of : 
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and Liberties, and Properties, ſo long as they 
live peaceably under it. „ 

But if Murderers and Robbers are permitted 
to live, and if Men by impunity are incourag'd 
to do Miſchief to their Fellow- Subjects, then 


the main End of Humane Government is 


1 e | 
But it may perhaps be doubted by ſome, 

whether the Ci 

his Sword againſt thoſe Crimes, which tho' they 

are very great, yet are not ſo directly againſt 

Civil Government, and the Peace of the World 


wiz. Blaſphemies, Profaneneſs, and all groſs 


Immorality. But theſe Men ought to Con- 
ſider : F S376. n 
1. That there are ſome Crimes, which tho 


they do not ſo directly affect the Lives, Eſtates, 


and Liberties of other Men, yet do very much 


affect the very Being of Civil Government, and 
indeed ſtrike at the very Foundations of it, as 
profeſt Atheiſm, or the Denial of Divine Provi- 


dence. And he that declares for ſuch Opinions 
as theſe, and eſpecially, if he endeavour to make 


Proſelytes to them, does the greateſt Act of Ho- 


ſtility againſt the Civil Power. By this he de- 


clares, that he ceaſes to be a Subject to his 


Prince, deprives the Government of as many 


other Subjects, as he brings over to his wicked 


Tenets. For ſuch Men can no more be true 
Subjects to the Queen, than thoſe Foreigners, 
whom Buſineſs, or Curioſity has brought into 
our Country, or whom the Fate of War has 


made Priſoners here; they will obey no longer, 


than tis for their Intereſt; they may indeed om 
"+ Jp 


vil Magiſtrate ought to unſheath 


*P 
14 
1 


it, are call'd 

| affect to be thought Agreeable 3 take 

. up, and by allowing themſelves ſuch ſo 
Diſco 


ply for Wrath, but they cannot be obedient for T 


Conſcience ſake. ,, And if he be thought worthy 
of Death, who by wilfull Murder is occaſi- 
on of the loſs of one Subject, what does he de- 
ſerve, who by avowing, and maintaining ſuch 
Principles endeavours to poyſon, and ſeduce 


from their Allegiance (if ic were poſſible) the 


whole Nation? Who takes away ſo far as in him 
lies, thoſe powerful Reſtraints which the Belief 


of a juſt GOD, and of future Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments do lay upon the Conſciences of Men 2 
And by this means effaces all difference between 


Good and Evil, lays all in common, turns eve- 


ry Man's Hand againſt his Brother, and expoſes 
every Man's Lite to the mercy of his Neigh- 
bour, if he think he can deprive him of it with 


| ſecurity to avoid Puniſhment in this World. 


And thoſe Men, who are got into the Scorner's 
Chair, who pour Contempt on every Thing that 
is Sacred, and make GOD, and Religion the 


Subject of their Mirth and Raillery, do plainly 


ſhew, what lurks within. Blaſphemous, and 


Profane Diſcourſe are infallible Symptoms of 


an Unbelieving Heart. And when ſuch ſort of 


| 2 Faſhionable, and Men that uſe 
Wi f 


its, no wonder, if they, who much 


, 


rt of 
urſe, by degrees bring themſelves to think - 


as they talk, and to have very little and indiffe- 
rent Thoughts of thoſe. moſt Holy Things, 
which they ſpeak of in ſo light a manner. And 


there is great reaſon to fear, that if this Hu- 
mour prevail, as it has qt of late, Nn by) 


* 


ſome Craſty Politicians, to keep the People in 
Awe, and terrify em into a compliance with | 
their Laws, and Impoſitions. If this be meant 
of the Chriſtian Religion, nothing can be more 
apparently falſe. For Chriſtianity is ſo far from ; 
being the effect of Humane Policy, that if al! 
4 Princes, and Stateſ-men in the * 
World, could at firft have prevented its Settle- 
ment and Growth, they wou d certainly have 
done it. For Three hundred Years, and more, 
it was Perſecuted by all the Power of Rome and 
Perfia, of Few and Gemile; and Politicians were 
ſo far from being the Authors of it, that on the 3 
contrary, they us'd all their Cunning and Ma- 3% 
lice to nip it in the Bud, and ſmother it in the |. 
Cradle, if we may believe not only our own ö 
Hiſtories, but thoſe of the very Heathen. 4 
Not but that the Chriſtian Religion truly un- 
derſtood, and Feat is undoubtedly the bet 
ſupport in the World to humane Government; * 
but they who. were then in Power were not | 
ſenſible of it: for the Prince of this World, the | _ 
iworn Enemy of CHRIST JESUS and 1 
his Religion had blinded their Eyes, And | 
ſince now by the rh of ſo many Ages 
it appears, that the Goſpel is not has” = 
or 


a . 
* 
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- 
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for the ſaving of Mens Souls in another Ti, | 
but for keeping them in Peace, and Subjecti- 
on in this, that Man certainly gives the 


endeavours to take away or weaken the ſtrongeſt 


and that, 


Law of Retaliation might in Humane 


bejuftified, viz. that If = Falſe We riſe — ; 
| 4 . NG 4 XIX. 16, 


41 he thought to have done unto bis Brother. No 15. 


5 add Tana, but ir not. 


moſt fatal Blow to Civil 1 who 


Pillar on which it leans, and therefore ought 
to be treated as a.publick Peſt, as an Enemy to 
the Peace, and ſtability of Civil Government. 
. There is another Crime of which tis hard 
to ſay whether it be more injurious, and con- 
tradictory to GOD and Religion, or to Humane 
Laws, and JONI I mean Wiltul Pegury, 


+1. In affirming that | upog Oath, which we 
know to be falſe, or do not know to be true. A 
falſe Darth as well as u true doesindeed in Humane 


Judicatures, which carmot look ip che Den 
of Men, put an end to Strife a 


ſuch an end as is contrary 
ſtice, and Common Right. FI 

himſelf in this, is capable of doing madd Mig 
chief, has the —2 and Rights of others ſo 
much at his diſcretion, and is guilcy of ſo — 
an affront againſt GOD, and all chat is good, 
that if he be diſcovered, he can ſcurce w__ 
niſh'd too ſeverely; And in chis Caſe ifany, that 


reftify that which is wrong 


Mercy is due to ſuch a Wretch, for it is imme- 
diacely added, Thine Eyes ſhall not pity bim. 


1. Not is the Crime of thoſe lets, who pros 


miſe an thing u Oath ; ank afterwards 
F 28 B 2 8 knowingly, 
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knowingly „and wilfully neglect the perfor- 
mance of it. And this is the Caſe of Corrupt 
Jury-Men, in whom the Law repoſes 2 very 
eat Truſt indged, and obliges them by the ſo- 
emnity of an Oath wr to diſcharge it : 
Bur if notwithſtanding this they pervert Juſtice 
and Judgment, tho” they may, and often do e- 
| ſcape puniſhment, and even cenſure in this Life; 
yet let them remember, that they muſt anſwer 
for it ata higher Tribunal, where no arts or pal- 
lations will ſtand in any ſtead.” . 
They are likewiſe guilty of this High Crime 
who having ſwornAllegiance to their Sovereigns, - 
do yet break the Yoke, and burſt the Bond: And this 
is in an eſpecial manner to be applyed to thoſe, 
who ſeem to take this Oath on purpoſe ro 
qualify themſelves to do the greater miſchief by 
breaking of it. This is a Sin, which in a-loud 
manner cries for Vengeance from our Gods on 
Earth, as well as from the moſt High. 


And it ought not to paſs without obſervation, 


that ſwearing in our common diſcourle is a Na- 
tural Introduction to this Sin of amy For 
it can ſcarce be thought that that Man will 
have a due regard to the ſacredneſs of an 
Oath, when Adminiſtred by Authority, who 
- makes ir his practice to Swear to the Truth of e- 


very thing he ſpeaks, right, or wrong. If there- 


fore it be for the ſecurity of Juſtice, and civil O- 
bedience, that Men ſhould make Conſcience of 
an Oath, then ſurely it greatly concerns us to 


do all that in us lies to put the Laws in Execu- 


tion againſt common Swearers : Leſt by degrees 


it come to pals, if it be not ſo in ſome meaſure 


already, 


— 


— 
—— — — 


already, that Men make no more of Forſwear- 


pine our ſelves leave to think, but concur in 


ly to the Honour of GOD, and . — 
on. 


| by degrees: harden the Heart, and. deaden- all 


- ries of Atheiſm and Irreligion, and conſequent- 
ly one great occaſion of all the Miſchiefs that 
can light upon the Kingdom. b {is 


expected, that the Poor ſhould daily increaſe 
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ing themſelves before the Magiſtrate, than they 

do amongſt their Comrades. 
3. And indeed I think, that both as we are 

Chriſtians, and Subjects, we cannot if we will 


udgment with Her Majeſty, and the Wiſdom 
of the Nation, who by their Laws, and Pro- 
clamations admoniſh us, that all manner of Lewd- 
neſs, and Debauchery ought to be diſcouraged, 
and puniſhed, if we have any regard, not on- 


but to the Publick Peace, and Safety of the 

1. Habitual Intemperance and Senſuality do 
ſenſe of Religion in the Minds of Men, and 
when this is onca done, all the moſt Sacred Ob- 
ligations they are under to GOD, and their 


Superiors, are ſoon forgotten. Houſes of Debau- 
chery,and Drunken-Clubs are the great Semina- 


2. Riot and Lewdneſs render Men unfit for 
the Service of Church and State, turn Men in- 
to perfect Drones, good for nothing but to live 
on the Stock, that has been gathered by others: 43 
And ſo long as Exceſs, and Uncleanneſs are not 1 
more effectually ſuppreſt, tis reaſonably to bs } 


upon us, 


3. 'Tis Vice that drives Men to ſock ſupplies 1 


4 
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** 


om and Rapins, and to all thoſe Ville = 


nies, that are the laſt refuge of a profule Life. 
4. If Lewdneſs and auchery are per- 
mitred: to grow —— ws, as they have done, 
who knows, but our Children, thoſe on whom 
under GOD we have placed our Hopes, and 
Affoctiom, may at laſt be involved in the he Guile, 


and che fatal Effects of it? And Lam perſuaded, 
— el oft 
a 0 


theſe Sins, yet could not with- 
reſentment, and concern be witneſs to 


and Blood, and would look upon 
25 2 Blot to their — to have 4 
brought to chat which is very 
end of & Lewd, and Vicious 


8 
den Floth- 
it at leaſt as 
— 


00 l who ar yeally under che 
Power of Religion believe, und know the 
Terror LORD, ie cant be thought, that 


with any manner of eaſin ſee his 
vilified, his Laws deſpiſed, and 1 
ed: they will endeavout, a5 
well as that G0 D's Nume may be hal- 
— * his Will be done. © 
Nay 1 will add, har all who love the plea- 
nr intions ads pleaſure of 
Converſation, if they have any regard to their 
rr fallen out with 
to do their part toward the 


222 


. — 


SLE 


the very Company keeping is grown a 


Repr 


re leaſt of all ſenſible of the 


k ſhame, che facal miſcarriage of their 


ing, chat contra 
re defeat Sores : ty, out of their wan Row 


the looſne!s of too many | 


. 8 "oh 22 hut Þ hots 


Reproach among ſerious People. And Torn os | 
no way, whereby it can recover its — — 
except they, who are of a ſociable Tem 
A and yet retain ſome reſpe& to Virtue 46 
their beſt Endeavours to regulate the — 
and check the extravagant Sallies of thoſe, — 1 
— not — be worry; but by being pe. 
or lewd. 
{ oe, We of the Church of England ou 
| elec} to ſhew our Zeal upon this Occaſion ; fox 
he Doctrine of the Church is the moſt 
Eſſential Part of its Conſtitution, the Rires 
Canons and Rubricks ought by no means to = 
diſobey'd, or contemptuouſly - neglected; 


dill wo e e be mak care of kn-D= 
Trine; becauſe we have receiv'd this 'exprefly 


4 from GOD himſelf. And as we juttly 
| ' think, that this Doctrine is Profeſt and Preach d 


more ſo, than any where elſe: we ogy 
to pray, and endeavour that it may be 

2s purely as it is taught. Methinks we oughe 

to make it appear, chat owr Faith is not vain, 

vor eur Preaching altogether in vaine, as certainly it 


is, if there be no Fruits, and Effects of it in our 


Man to pretend to à flaming Zeal Aeon; 

4 Church, to have none at Fi for Reli Leong 

ae hae is, for ſincere Faith, and Holineſs — 

which js undoubredly the trueſt Ornament 

| - Glory of any Church, or — no Teal 
againſt Vice; and De, ven which is the 


greateſt 
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from CHRIST JESUS, and conſequent- 


— purely in the Church of land, if noe 
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Lives and Converſations. And ſure nothing 
can look more abſurd and awkard, than ſor 1 
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Reaſons why Vice ought 


> 


y of Men can lie under. 


dangerous / Se& of Men amongſt us at preſent 


are the Atheiſts, and Deiſts (I mean thoſe, who, 


if they do believe a GOD, yet it muſt be ſuch 


a One as fits their Humour, a Deity without 
Juſtice, or Goodneſs, who neither rewards nor 


puniſhes ; and who, tho they pretend to Mo- 
rality, ſeem to mean nothing by it but a ſmooth 
Deportment, or good Breeding, or who if they 
believe any Sin, to be damnable, yet not 


Lewdneſs, or Debauchery) thoſe I ſay, I be- 


lieve at preſent to be the moſt formidable 
Adverſaries of our Church. Others would ſer 
aſide her Government, and her Forms of Wor- 
ſhip; but theſe aim at Chriſtianity it ſelf, they 
would perſuade us not only out of our Common- 
Prayer: Book, but our Bible too, and even out 

of our Chriſtian Names. Theſe are Men that 


mingle, and aſſociate with all Parties, and 
for —— ſake can ſeem to be of any Church 
and take up any Denomination. Serious Dif- 


courſe. or Argument, is what they do not af- 
fect, their Cauſe will not bear it. Their way 


of making Converts is by a frothy Jeſt, a ſmart : 
+ Repartee, a loud Laugh at any thing that is 


Good, or Sacred. By theſe they catch the un- 


wary, the frolickſom, the debauched Part of 
Mankind. Theſe are very numerous, and are 
all ia Danger of this in, except ſome Re- 


medy can be found out, and ſeaſonably apply d, 


whereby to reſtrain that unbounded Licenti- 


ouſneſs of Converſation, which is now grow! F: 
2 5 | 5 


greate Shame and Scandal that any Man, or 
2. We ought all to be aware, that the moſt 
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ſio faſhionable amongſt us: And if we haye 
any Regard for that Holy Religion, which the 
Son of GOD came down from Heaven to 
teach us, we cannot better ſhew it, than by 
putting in Execution, thoſe Laws which we 
| already have, and praying to GOD that he 
would put it into the Hearts of our Legiſlators _ 
© | to make. more. Clubs and Riotous Cabals are 
che Schools, where ſuch Principles, if I may 
'S fo call them, are inſtilled into the Minds of our 
1 heedleſs Youth, and where they learn to de- 
ſpiſe Religion, before they know it: And if a 
timely ſtop be hot put to theſe Attempts, there 2 
is great Reaſon to fear that in time we ſhall 5 
have no Church at all, or a Church without | 
any. Religion. 91 2755 
This is the moſt juſt Demand, that the ba. 
enters ever made upon the Church, viz. | 
the executing of Laws, and Diſcipline againſt 
1 Looſe, and Scandalous Members; and I ſuppoſe | 
4 it needs no Proof that we. have Reaſon to 
male the ſame Requeſt to them: But if tuey 
| negle& it, we ought not to do ſo, but rather 
take ſo good an Admonition even from our 
4 Adverfaries, if we have a real Love for the 
Church. For this will certainly be the moſt 
effectual Means to prove, that GOD is in us 7 - 
2 Truth; and if it do not convince, yet muſt += 
certainly ſilence them. And this is an alteration 
ſo very much, and apparently for the better, 
that it were greatly. to be delird, though 
there were not à Diflenter in the Nation. 
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1 III. The great Diſcouragement, that good 
Men meet with in this Excellent Work, wiz. the 
RE” SD C . Paucity” 
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Paucity of them, who will lend an aſſiſting Hand 


to the promoting of Who will riſe up with 


me, 1 and who will take my Part, &c. A 
General Reformation can never be effected, ex- 
cept good Numbers of Men of Credit, and Abi- 
lity in every part of the Kingdom, be willing 
to contribute their Aſſiſtance toward it, and 
that particularly in giving Information againſt 


Offenders, without which all Penal Laws what- 


ſoever are but a meer dead Letter. *Tis true, 
that the Law has provided thoſe that ſhould 
do this, wiz. Conſtables in the Temporal 
Courts, Church-Wardens in the Spiritual; but 
tis a moſt melancholy Reflection, that they 


who are entruſted with this firſt Part of the Ex- 


ecutive Power of our Laws, inſtead of doing 


their Duty to ſtop the Progreſs of Vice, do 


themſclves too commonly add to the Publick 


_ Guile, by wilful Breach of their Oaths, in 


forbearing to preſent the moſt Outragious Im- 
moralities. And ſo the whole Courſe of Juſtice 


againſt Vice, and Prophaneneſs is ſtopt, be- 
cauſe they, who ſhould be the firſt Springs of 


this Motion, do not perform their Office : And 
if they did, or others ſupplicd their Place, and 
did it for them, yet in Caſes, where the Law 
requires the Evidence of other Perſons. beſide 
the Informer, 'tis to be feared that would be 
wanting, For to ſay all at once, There is not 
a Heart in the People of this Nation, whether 
of the Church, or Diſſenſion, to do any thing 


of Moment tor the Honour of Virtue, or 


the Suppreſſion of Vice, and Immorality.: 


So that at preſent this Holy War is at a ſtand 


ſor want of Men: Nor is it eaſy to ſay, 
. 5 how 
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to be publiſh'd, but is not. _ 


how tis poſſible to raiſe them, till G O D does 


by ſome extraordinary Providence interpoſe, or 
till our Legiſlators can contrive ſome new Law 


to enforce the Execution of the old Ones; and 


all that can be done in the Interim is to ſhew, 


IV. What are the true Reaſons of Mehs back- 
wardneſs in this moſt neceſſary Buſineſs. I 
know indeed, that the common, and moſt ſpe- 
cious Pretence againſt it is the odiouſneſs of 
the Name of an Informer: But I hope to make 
it appear, that this is a meer Pretence, and a 
very thin one too, and that the true Cauſes of 


this Backwardneſs are, 


1. Want of Zeal for GOD, and true Virtue. 

2. Neglect of the publick Intereſt, and an 
unreaſonable thirſt after private Lucre. 
3. The General Corruption of Mens Manners. 

4. Faction, or Zeal for a Party. At tt 

1. Want of Zeal for the Honour of GOD, 
c. That this is one great Cauſe of Mens back- 
wardneſs in this Particular appears from this 
Conſideration, viz. That they who will not In- 
form againſt a Man for Blaſphemy, Prophaneneſs, 
or Debauchery, vet will for Robbing, or Stealing, 
eſpecially from themſelves; they that will not 


Inform againſt Profane Curſers and Swearers, for 


Conſcience ſake, yet will do it out of Pet, and 
Malice. If it were only an abhorrence of the 


Name of an Informer, this would make Men as 
' averſe from informing in one Caſe as in ano- 


ther. And if Men were animated with a true 
Zeal for GOD and Religion they wou'd in- 
form againſt a Blaſphemer, or Debauchee as 
ſoon as againſt a T = or a Er . 

| | 2 „ro 


* 
GT, at 
” 


| Reaſons why Vice ought l 
For the one is altogether as hateful to GOP, and 
Good Men as the other. If Men were averſe | 
againſt informing purely out of Tendernefs, and 
Good-nature,they would be more loath to inform 
againſt a High-way-man, than againſt a Debaus 
chee : For the Puniſhment provided by the Law 
is very fevers againſt the former, very light, and 
gentle againſt the other. And indeed it may 
prove à real Act of Mercy, and will, if it be 
not the Offender's own fault, io bring him to 
fmart for his Lewdneſs :: For by this means he 7 
may be reclaimed from thoſe Evil Courſes, which 
he hath taken, and which otherwiſe might bring 
him to a ſhameful End. For it has already been 
obſerved, that a Looſe, and Debauch'd way of 
living is the Common Inlet to thofe Crimes for 
which Goals, and Gibbets were chiefly provided. 
2. Another cauſe of this is a great neglect of | 
the Publick Good, andunreaſonable Thirft after | 
private Lucre. Of this Temper we cannot but ſee ll 
very ſad Symptoms and Effects, wherever we | 
caft our Eyes, and they are no where more vi- 
ſible than in the Caſe before us. Twill be hard | 
in ſome places to find a Man, that ſhall be wil- 
ling to Profecute him that has acted contrary to 
the Law, and the Publick Good, eſpecially in 
the caſe of Immoralicy, which I have ſhewed . | 
to be as oppoſite to the good of the Nation, as | 
any thing can be: But if you fee one of thele 
Men wrong'd or robb'd, tho' to a very ſmall va- | 
| 
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lue, you ſhall find, that none of them are afraid 
to turn Informers, or to Proſecute them even 
with a Vengeance. If the Crime be not ſo 
groſs as thoſe of Blaſphemy,. or Debauchery, | 
yet if the Law give a great Præmium to the In- 
J3ͤT ³ y LIN, - formers, 
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formers, there are never Men wanting, who will 
perform that Office: but there cannot be a great=-. 
er demonſtration of Private Intereſt's prevailing Þ 8 
beyond the Publick, than in thoſs Men, who == 
- ſeem to have a Senſe of Religion, and a juſt Indig- | 
nation againſt the Vices of the Age, and wonder. 
that they ſhould not be Puniſh'd : And yet theſg' 
very Men, ſhall be as averſe to perform the Of- 
fice of Informers, as any others - whatſoever. _ 
And if you'd know the reaſon; tis becauſe they 
are afraid of leſſening their Trade, loſing their 
Cuſtom, obſtructing the Avenues of Gain, which 
they get by the Vices of their Neighbours... « - 
3. A Third Courſe is, the General Corrupti- 
ons of Mens Manners, of which this Backward- 
neſs in all Orders of Men to give Information 
is a very clear Proof. For certainly to inform 
againſt Vicious Livers can be thought odi- 
ous by. none, but thoſe, who are in ſome mea- 
ſure guilty. and conſequently nothing could 
bring the Name of an Informer againſt groſs Im- 
morality into general difgrace, but this wiz. 
That the Contagion is almoſt Univerſal. If the 
great Majority of the Nation were truly recon- 
ciled to that Holy Religion, which they profeſs, , 
and were fully apprized of the Fatal Effects of 
Sin, both as to this World, and the next, there 
can be no doubt, but that to bring all that are 
guilty of Profaneneſs to ſuch Puniſhment, as 
their Sins deſerve, or the Laws have provided, 
would be thought a moſt Reputable, and even 
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a Meritorious Imploy : And certainly it is ſo in 4 

it ſelf, and one reaſon why Men would have it I 

thought otherwiſe, is their own Guilt, and be- 3 

cauſe they hate to be reform l. Y 
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** KReaſons why Vice ouglt 

9 — — — | * 
F 4. The laft Occaſion of Mens coldneſs, or 
* averſion which I ſhall mention, is Faction, and 
Taal for a Party. For 185 2 


they look on, as their Adverſaries. 


1. By this means it comes co paſs that there 
is an Oppoſition betwixt thoſe, who ſhould. 
- unanimouſly agree to _ on this Excellent 
y have eſpouſed one 

ſide, who cannot ſee great — and other 
| — Qualities amongſt thoſe of th 
arty: And we certainly want the aſſiſtance 


Work. He muſt too eager 


e oppoſite 


of all Hands to carry on ſo great a Work, 


and in which ſo much Oppoſition is to be ex- 
pected. But Party- Names make Men, who are 


in the main of the ſame Principles ſtand at a di- 


ſtance, and as *twere defiance with one another. 


2. And when once Men are come to this 


Paſs tis too natural for them, with a blind Zeal to 


oppore, and contradict whatever is done, or pro- 
poſed by 


thoſe of the Adverſe-ſide; to conſider not 
what is done, or ſaid, but who does, or fays it, 
and for that Reaſon only to diſlike it. For they 


are tranſported by the Spirit of a Party, and can 
think nothing well done, nothing bene, 


ſelves, or their Leaders, and this is ane Cauſe 


why ſo many pious Deſigns prove abortive, and 


nothing of moment can be done for the real ſer- 
vice of Religion: And this is one Cauſe why 
the Number and Power of thoſe who are hearty 
Friends to Virtue ſeems leſs than it really is, be- 


_ cauſe they are divided on other accounts, and 
each Party would have every thing of this ſort. 


done in their own way, and are ready unſeen 
to reject the Methods propoſed by thoſe, whom 
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mendable, but what takes its firſt Riſe from them- 
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tio be puniſſd, but is not. 


” 


facing, and endeavouring to outvy their Op 
ſites in Number and Power, Men of the-moſt 


profligate Principles and Practices take Shelter 


under one Party, or other, and find Protection, 
and Sanctuary for their Vices, as well as them 


ſelves, with them whoſe Cauſe they abet; and 


are ſuppoſed to make amends for their Crimes 
5 a very great, and blazing Zeal for a 
Marty. + | | BEE F 0.74 ＋ 

r. Reformation is a Work, chat wants the 
aſſiſtance of Men of the moſt active Spirits, 
and Sſoiute Minds. But when a Nation is di- 
vided, the Men, that are moſt fit for this Work, 
are imploying their Vigor, and Reſolution to 


quite other Purpoſes, and have little, or none 


left ro ſpend againſt the moſt formidable Ene- 


mies, Vice, and Atheiſm. - | 


1 will only further obſerve upon this Head, | 


that there is no more certain ſign, that a Man 


has abandon'd himſelf to Faction, than to 
poſe the Execution of the Laws againſt Vice, 


and Immorality: For hat is Faction, if to ſet 
one's ſelf againſt the declared Will, and Plea- 


ſure of our moſt Gracious Sovereign, and the 
wholeſome Laws of the Nation, be not? What 


can deſerve ſo ill a Name, if to refuſe to com- 


ply with the Proclamation of the Queen, and 
the Statutes of the Realm do not? And by what 
Figure is it, that we can call our ſelves Faithful 
Subjects, if we do profeſſedly, or ſecretly op- 
poſe our Sovereign, and the whole Legiſlative 
Power, by diſcountenancing,or diſapproving the 


Execution of ſome of tncir beſt, and moſt pious 
Laws? I will venture one ſtep further, —_ » Fr 
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3. Whilſt Men are thus drawing Sides, and 


e EAI | — 
2 As Fee 25 ice 55 rg 
I "bald 70 0 Go, har it is che very Height, and Tat 
2 Degtoe pf Faction, not only. againit'our Queen, 
= aud Bagliznient, but againſt the King of Hea: | 
d in this Caſe if any, our Goyvernours 
=> ſay ton them, as was: of old 9 to the 
ple of Vrael: Your Munmuring is not againſt 
wr," bytragainſt the LO R D. For — Go- 


#0 tity in one Caſe more than another, it is when 
5 * 20 — by temporal Penalties enforce Obedi- 
18 n th lain, and acknowledged Laws of 


, * * who deſire o Are fer? A ſteddy Obedi- 
ente to the Laws of GOD, and their Arie | 
dom hanse learn to beware how they gugage 
in a Faction, and be of a ay Party, but only 
for the beſt of Queens againſt all Uſurpers and 
* Invaders; for the Proteſtant Succeſſion againſt 
all Po ol Tyr Pretenders; for our Legal Monarch 
; 1 on the one hand, and K. 
, „ or Anarchy on the other; for a 
cuuuch eſtabliſh d anainſt Popery, Novelty agg 
Enthuſiaſm; a e gt, not en | 
the Diſſenters the Legal Liberty they enjoy, 
nor yet deſiring that they ſhould get the DEE. 
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Holy Laws, againſt thoſe Enemies of his, 
— urs, Which we have renounced in our 
FF Baptiſm. And as many as are of this Mind Peace 
Ee: be upon them, and Mercy, and upon the Yael 
PM God. And: as Many as are not, May it p 
G OD Toforgive %. and to n Hearts. - wet 
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vernours can be ſaid to act by a Divine Autbo- 


n; fer CHRIST JESUS, and > 5 


